rief Histary of LUlst Strotacie fdoadle fsusdron (ICH=Atlas)

1907 « 1541

ihe aripinal designetion of the ‘SGlst trateple Mesile Squadron (I =
tlas) was the 55lst Bombardment Squadiron (M), It was constituted ae mr:
an 25 Uoveabmr 19h2, with assiprmment to the 3iLth Dombordment Group (i!),
Saoond Alr Foroce, The squadron was eetiveted, along with its parent proun
and three compardon squadrons (SLOth, tl9+h, and 550th), on 1 Necerber 1512
at Davigelionthan Fleld, Tucson, arizonc, Several monthe alaopsed, howewer,
before the squadron was fully mermed and orronizmeds. The firet body of
troope, a groap of 62 snlisted men, wac esmipned to the wnit on 23 Necocher
followdng ite sotivation, Yet a few dan later the squadron was tranaferred
to Heggs Flald, EL Paso, Texes, wdthout personnel and equipment. Turing
the firet woek of FPetrusry 1543, following & tranafer from Piges Pleld to
foiger Mleld, Spokans, Washington, another relatively small group of enlisicd
pergornel, and the first afficers to bo asamlpned to the undt, reported o
dutys. First Lieutenant Dandel F, Rlva cosumd sommand urthgaqunm-mm
7 Februmy. Othar ineremente of parsonwml were added at different intervalce
during the onsuing wooke until by 27 Harch the scquadron had a total of
cppradmbely 40 officers and 265 enlistod men.

ihe 5Glat Squodron scsomplished ite iraimine as a Bel7 heavy bambardoont
andt at Gedger Fheld, where it was stationnd from 1 February until 13 ‘el
1943, and at krmy AMdr Base, Oreat Faolls, Montana, Having been ordered

rooared by UsSaF Historieal Divieion,
niruary 1961
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overopas 1. wresaration for cxabot, e TH MG echelon left freal Fullo v
20 kny far o stoging ares 2t Kparnoy, “elrecka. It subsequantly flew to
Dow [Mald, jancor, Malne; thence Ly woy of 'slrador, Oreenland, and Iseliad
to ivemtadck, Seotlund; and then o dam io Orect Ashfiald, Suffolk, ‘neloa,
The growd cchelon left Great Falls on 3 June for Camp Kilmer, Hew Jarsay,
Aftar hoviiy: capleted overscas procossing it sailed from How York oboow!
the Quogn tlizabeth on 1 July. tne weck later 1t joined the flight echelon
at Oroat Aohfisli, which prowed to bo ihic smadron's only oversons statinn
during world ver 1I,

Tho oversess movement of the thlat DNombhardment Squadron was part of o
repdd bulldup of the Army Adr Forces in the Puropean Theatar of Operations,
This epansion was regarded as necessary for large-acale stratepic Lombords
mant of Gormany proliminary to the mibsoquent {nvesisn of Purope. After
arriving in England the 355th Bosbardment Group, with ite sibordinate units,
vas asglymed to the Fighth Alr Force as a part of the Lth Pombardment ine,
34 Bomberdment Nivision,

‘e LOlst Squadron was not long in entering combat, Its initinl bLorhinge
mission took form on L7 July 1943 os an intended attack upon a Fokker
alreraflt ageesbly plant located at Ansterdam, Holland, Because of a hewvy
ovarcast, however, no bambe were dropped. Une weok later the squadron nore
ticipated in a long flight to Dergen, 'iorway, far the purpose of bombing
Yagl pubrorine pens; but once more advorso woather conditions preventod the
borbardiors from releasing their boaoba, Yet bofore the end of the momth
the unit took part in sucossaful babiny atiacks upen Focke-'MLf aireraf:
assechly plante at Hormemundo, Oschercleben, and Fassel in Germanyy and o
;J"-lhhﬂa' namfonturing plant at Nanover,
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whe tompo of the squadron's eadbat cetivitics enntinued unabated thewprie
ot the rooninder of 1943, In the last five monthe of the yrar ite
Flying Fartresses particlpeted in ralds won onomy=held alrfislds in Pelriae
and Franco; & hydro-eloaetric plen at Pjuken, 'lorwny; and mmerous ferpetn
in Germany iteelf., Simificant amony: thn latter were an alrcraft foctory
ol Parjentarp, the port of Dmden, railbuway sorsihalling yards at Lwren, o
gasolime refirery at Wesseling, and o synthetie oil plamt at Gelsenidrchen,
Undoubitedly, however, a mission to Pagensbury and & raid on Cehweinfuert
vare the highlights of the squadrom?s activitiss for this period, ™ 17
sgast bombers from all of the 385th Oroup's tactical units participated
in @ raid yon a Messerschmitt alrcraft assembly plant at Regpensburg,
Germany, The luftwaffe put up umusually strong fighter resistance, Yet
the Arprican boobers caused considersble damoys to some of the more impor=
tant bulldings at the plant, and destroysd a mubor of newly assemblsd
airoraft on the ground, Thereaftesr the aivcraft imvolwed in the mission
(including some from the S5lst Squadron) flew on to Africa; and on the
retmrn flight to their home base a fow daye later they took advantape of
the oppartunity to bomb the French part city of Dordeaux. ™n 1L Tctober
the S5lst Squadron furnished its quota of a force of approximately 300
Flying Forirosses dispatehed by the Righth Alr Foroo for an all-out
bogbardoent attack ypon ball«besaring plants at Schwoinfurt, Germany,
Dospite heavy fighter opposition, rosults were regerdsd as excoptionolly
good. Arcurnd 100 direct hits were mede on vital primary targets. In
addition, somo of the Fortresses struck also at mearby rallway murshale

UUng yards,



wda ke sorly rart of 120 Slal Dwasrerent Sgquedeon, aosiuxr
with tho othey tactieal units of the J301h Pechwadment Groun, contima’ <o
anrere wrlmrily in strotesic hombins on melated to prime tarpeis in Gorvsess
an? Mazl=hiold *territory in northers “weoye. "o the first threc or four
monthe tho embasle was placed upon {he destruction of Germi: alr nouver by
stiaridnr alreraft wroduction centews cind airficlds, During Hay the brad
of the Lambin attacks shifted to Germen trangportation systens, In conse=
menre, cobat misslons wore directod more amndd more against rellvay mors
challing ysrds, rolling stork, end repadr depots, with a few attacks heine
nede on fuel and oil installations, “hroushout this period, however, soan
attention wvas pald to the "invasimm coast” of France, aAs D-Tay anproachod
=wh tactical missions, of course, becarn more and more numerous.

Tor the first 17 days of June 191l corbat activities of the sqmiron
wore comverned excluaively with tactical tarpots in the area alorng iho
aarthern coaet of France, first as a means of helping to prepare for Lho
Alllnd irwasion and than in sgpport of 4t, On & June there were threc ols-
slons Lrwolving five separate tarpel areas: Lionssuremor; Lo Drechos
“eriorpesureloelan; Falaisey; end Argenton, 'Hthin a relatively short 4imc
after the irvasion from across the Enpglish Channel wes under wmy the railo
af puch tactlcal enpapements began to decrease sharply in favor of the
strategle type of mission over a widor ranpe of territery. Soon the la*trr
bepan to take precedence oncc again,

In the eloslng monthe of the war in "uwrone Flylng Fortresses of the
GElst Dorbordment Squadron econcentratod ihelr attacks in larpe meampn wmeon
three major types of tarpebe: 1) alrrraft production areasy 2) rallway

tranopardation contersy and 1) oil resourens and syplbes. Ac ane roans
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af helpine ‘o destroy Gormany's abllity o vare wer from the air the
squadron attacked aireraft foctordoe and assenbly plants, prinaipally in
guch rloces an Prarkfurt, Manich, Repencsharg, Strasbourg, and Stuttgort,

In eontimed offorts to oripple the enemyls rall transportation systems, iis
biz botbors struck again end agoin at rellway stations and marshelling
yards, notably in Berlin, Brussels, Dortmnd, Dresden, Hanover, Xorlaruhe,
Kageol, Woblenz, and Munster, With respect (o oil, fimally, there were
mimorous missions aimmd et storape centers ond synthetic oil pl.:ntulin garh
eitdds as Nohlen, Mulsburg, Mapdeburg, Mersebure, and Misbure.

Aftor 20 April L9LS the SS5lst Squadron was relisved of fuorther strategl~
barbardment duties, Befors returming to the United States, however, with o
viou to sibssquent combet motivity in the Fasific area, the umdt ensaped
in & mmber of moncosbat flight operetions, PFiret there was a seriss of
mesions on which food and other swpplies were dropped to meedy civilians
{n Tiolland, ‘ext, asrial sightoseing tours over portiome of Oermmny were
cordurtod for the benefit of the ground personnel of tho unit., Lastly,
rlesdons woro flown for the purpose of roturning liberated French prisoners
of war to thoir homeland.

The adr echelon of the sguadron retwmed to the Zone of Interior com-
mencing on 19 June, with all flighte terminating at Bradley Fleld,
Conneoticut, The ground echelon sailod fran (lasgow, Seotland, aboard the
Jusen Flisabeth nn & August and arrived at tew York five days later, At
that timo, of course, the Japammse were m the verge of swronder, ‘ovors
tholess, aftor processing had beon completod at Cenp Kilmer, Mow Jersey, o
detachment ropresenting the entire unit doparted for Tlowx Falls Army Ay
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Ficld, South Dakota, &n assembly stotion for rodeplogont to *the ‘oeific
area, M 20 August, howewer, the squadron wue fnoetiveted at Siou: "ullo,

Tata in meust 1947 the D5lst wap radecimutad a very bosvy boedionle
mont s-padron, allotted to the orpgunizod rosorves, and assipgned to the
Mr Dofense Coomend. laving been cooiimed Durthor to the Second Alr Forov,
tho unit wes activated at Selfeidpe Dield, Uount Clomena, lichipgan, o I
Saptombar 1511';;. The squadron wus reasciymed to the Tanth Adr Foren effone
tivo 1 July 1948, and then to the Fimet ‘ir Farce on IS Awmst follmriny,
In Decorber 1918, hawever, it was rooscipgmod once more to the Tenth MMy
Foree, uhich at the sam timo was asaipmod to the Continontal Adr Corpmnd,
without ever having had a chenge of station dogpite 1te various assifmments,
this vory hoavy bosbardment undt was inactivatod on 27 June 1949,

on 2l Ootober 190 the 55lst Dombexdment Squadron, Very Hoawy was
redesipnated the S5lst Strategle Missile Sooedron (ICIM=Atlas)., At the
pams time 1t was activatoed and assipgmod to tie Strateglo Alr Commnd for
orpardsation on o about 0 spril 19CLl ob Lincoln Alr Faroe Base, 'Rbraske,
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OFFICIAL STATEMENT OF LINEAGE 7

S5lst stratopde Mealle Squadiron ; e s

TUS | COMPGRENT OF ASSIGNED TC
[l acTive [T] RCGULAR aiR FORCE
X IHACTIVE [ Jain FORCE RESERVE o
[T} piseanpen [ ] AR KATIONAL GUARD SAL
_|=—| UHALLOTTED - _
LIMEAGE

Constituted as 55lst Mosbardment Scuadron, Heavy on 25 “Yovesber 1942,
Activated on 1 December 15h2; inactivated on 28 iupust 1545, Redosipnated
551st. Bonbardment Squadron, Very Heavy, end allotted to the reserve, on
25 hugust 197 sotivated on 15 September 19L7; insctivated an 27 Junc
1919, Todesignated SSlst Stratepic Missile Squadron &nd activated on
2l Ootaber 1960, To be arganised en or about 8 April 1961,
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ASSIORTNTS

385th Domberdwent Group (H): 25 Noverber 1912 - 28 August 1515

# * ]

Second Alr Foroe: 15 September 1947 = 1 July 1948

Tenth Adr Foroe: 1 July = 15 August L5LE

Mrgt My Poroe: 15 Angust - 1 Decesber 1548

Temth Adr Force: 1 December 15L8 = 27 June 1549

* L 3 *

Stratogle Alr Commend; 2l October 1560 =

STATION LIST

Davis-Monthan Fisld, jrisopa

Mggs Fisld, Texas

Geiger Flald, Washingtork:

krmy Ax Pago, Great Falls, Montana

Comp Kllmeer, New Jersey

En routs overseds

Great Ashfisld, Suffolk, England

En routs to Zons of Interior

iray Afr Fisld, Stoux Falls, South Dakota
& L] &

mg Fisld (later Air FParce Bass),

- - L ]

linnoln Alr Foros Base, Nebtrasks

1 Dee L2
b Jan L3
1 b L3
11 & L3
11 Jun U3
1 Jul L3
8 Jul L3
6 mg IS

15 Sep L7

8 Apr 61

3 Jan L3
1L Peb L3
13 Jpr L3
8 Jun L3
1 Jul L3
8 Jul 13
6 kg LS
11 iug LS
28 aug 15

21 Jun 9
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lst Lt, Daniel F. Riva
Capt, Perbert 0, llamiiton
Maj, Oowace T, Witherspoon
Haj. Yormom 2. Mallin, Jr,
Capt, Wllian J, Orist

7 Fub b3
10 Oet L3

1€ HMay Lh
10 Mor Ll

2, Jun L&

10 0ot L3
15 May L
30 Yow Ll
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l. Battle streamers for participation in the following carpaipgns:

Mr Offensive, Europe
Narmandy

Harthorn F.ance
Rhimmland
viarmmos=Alsaco
Oemtral Fueore

2, Distinguished Unit Citation streamors fo- the following actions:

17 Aumat 1943 = far ontstanding no~formance of duty in action ovov
GarmiTy.

12 Nay 194} = for eutstanding perforiance of duty in actlon agains’
the ampsmy ovar Oearmany.

W (then the Lth Bomberdment Wing (i) )is
cited for ormance aof duty in setion against the encuy o
17 imgoet 19L3, This unpreccdented attéck against one of Oermany's most
important aireraft factories was tho first siuttle missdon performed in Lhis
theater of eperations and entailed the longest flight over strangly
dafended eremy territary yet accovplisied at that date, For L} hours tin
forsstion was mibjected to persistant, sevage asseulte by large forces of
fighters, this hittm'lr santastad serial battle 140 Gerrun
r airoraft wers dafindtely dastroyed and many moee damaged. Dogpitle
desperate attompts by the epemy to scatter the bombers the groups of e
Boshardment Division (M) saintained & tight, defensive formation and,
aE & balanced ftoam fought thelr way to the assimed
tarpet at Regansbarg. Though weary after heurs of gruelling combat the
bozherdiers relsassd their borbe acrmrataly oo the target and wrougnt vasl
destruotion on an aireraft faotary of vital Lmpertance to the ememy's urr
effort. The high degree of sucesss achisved is direotly attributable o ‘he
extramdirery horoism, skill, and devotion to duty displeyed by monbers
of this wrlt, Their actions on this nccasion upheold the highest tradiilans ol
the lrmnd Forees of the Unlted Statas,

g

WDeo 36, 19l

# Ligting by HQ MSAF (AFTMAL20)
Toxts of Citations by USAF istoriezl Mvision
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Description, (n a yellow disc, border red, the head of a grey
wolf, trimmed white, shaded black, eyes ysllaw, red, and black,
tongue red, face expressing ferocity,

Xproved. By Needquarters, irmy AMr Foroes, b May 1543,

) mtgmnj



E51lst BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON
(Insert Esblsm No. )

LINEAQGE. OConstituted 5Slst Bombardment Squadron (Heavy) on 25 Nov 19k2.
Activated on 1 Dec 1942, Imactivated on 28 Aug 19L5. Redesigmted 55let
Bozbardment Squadron (Very Heavy) on 25 Aug 19!;'?- Activatad in the reserve on
15 Sep 1947. Inmctivated on 27 Jun 1949. Redesignated 551st Strategic Missils
Squadron on 2L Oot 1960, Activated on 2 Oot 1960.. Organived on 1 Apr 1961,

ASSIGOMENTS, 385th Boubardment Growp, 1 Dso 1912-28 Aug 19kS. Second Alr
Force, 15 Bepul9l7; Tenth Alr Force, 1 Jul 1948; First Air Foros, 15 Aug 1948;
Tenth Alr Foros, 1 Dec 1948-27 Jun 1949, Strategic Alr Cowmand, 2L Oct 1960;
Bl6th Alr (later Btretegioc Asrosmpace) Division, 1 Apr 1961-,

BTATIONS. Davie-Monthan Fleld, Aris, 1 Dec 194i2; El Feso, Tex, L Jan 1543;
Caiger Field, Wash, 1 Feb 1943 Oreat Falls AAB, Mont, L1 Mar-7 Jun 19L3; Creat
Ashtield; England, 6 Jul 1913-6 dug 19US; Sloux Falls AAFL, S, LL=28 Aug 19LE.
Belfridge Fleld, Mich, 15 Sep 194727 Jun 1949 Iincoln AFB, Feb, 1 Apr 1961-,

“TRCRAFT AND MISSILES, B-lT, 19L2<19LS. IOBM Atlas, 1962-.

OESBATIONS. Combet in ETO, 17 Jul 19li3-20 Apr 194,

BERVIOE STREAMERS. HNone.

OAMFAIGNS. World War IIv Adr Offensive, Evrops; Kormandy; Forthern Frenoej
Bhirsland; Ardennes-Alshoe; Central Europe; Alr qmt,' RAME Theater,

DECORATINS. Distinguished Unit Oltationsy OGermany, 17 Aug 1543 Zwickau,
Oermany, 12 May 19k,

EMBLEM,



