DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HWASHINGTON 25, D. C.

24 Oetober 1960

AFOMO 518m
SUBJECT: Activation of the 551st Gtrategic Missile Squadron (ICEM-Atlas)
TO: Commander-in-Chief, Strategic Alr Command

1. The 55lst Bovbardment Squadron, Very Heavy, is redesignated as
the 551st Strategic Missile Sgusdron (ICEM-Atlas), activated and assigned
to Strategic Air Command for organizaticn on or about B April 1561, at
Linceln Alir Force Base, Lincoln, Nebraska, under an appropriate Unit
Manning Document with capability as cited in O/T R1T7158, 1 June 1958
(revised 1 July 1950), paragraphs 1 and 2b, Part I (Part IIC); strength,
seventy-three (73) officers and four bundred and twenty-eight (428) air-
men. This strength is not the authorized strength, but represents the
total of the composition as cited in Part II of the O/T.

2. Personnel will be furnished from sources under control of the
Compander-in-Chiel’, Strategic Air Command. Mllitary perscnnel require-
ments which cannot be filled from within your resources will be requi-
sitioned in accordance with normal cycle. A flow of perscnnel cannot
be made svailable until seven (7) months subsequent to authorizations
being reflected in the 5-AF-P2 report. Personnel manning will be phased
in accordance with the unit's capability to utilize the peérsonnel
effectively.

3. For equipping purposes the above is a Category D unit and is
authorized Unit Essential Equipment as listed in column 3A of MEAL,
column 2A of T/A 010 and T/A 016 items in UME column of UAL., UME
column of UAL will be prepared in conformance with paragraph 4c, Chapter
6, Volume XXI, AFM 67-1. Variable items, T/A 010, 016 and MEAL, will be
based on UMD strength of unit. Base Support Equipment (BSE) as listed
in column 3B of MEAL, and column 2B of T/A 010, is authorized in USE
column of UAL. Unit is autborized additionsl equipment in USE column of
UAL in conformance with paragraph 4d, Chapter 6, Volume XXI, APM 67-1.
BSE is not authorized as USE when a T/A item is on hand or on requisi-
tion which serves the same function as the BSE authorization, nor does
it allow T/A allovances to duplicate BSE allowences.

4. Upon organization thie unit is entitled to the history and to
any battle honors, colors, and emblem belonging to the 551lst Boopbardment
Squadron, Very Heavy, inactivated 27 June 1949. Unit history, with
information provided by the Director of Military Persconel, Headguarters
USAF concerning the existence of battle honors, colors, and emblem, will
be forwarded to the Commander-in-Chief, Strategic Air Command by the
USAF Historical Division, Air University through automatic distribution.
Requisition for the appropriate colore can then be made as prescribed in

AFR 35-T5, 29 January 1954.



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADOUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTOM 25 D.C

EFLY T
armior, AFFMP-12-C

SUBILCT Battle Honors

ro. AU (USAF Historical Division,
Research Stufies Institute)

1. Pursuant to the policy of sutomatic distribution of unit histories,
battle honors, and unit emblems to newly activated units, the following
information is furnished concerning the Eﬁlst Etratﬂg_ﬂias;le Squadron
{gIggH[-ﬁtlﬂﬁ]j which was activated by letter, Ws"hsadqual*tﬁrs’j"'a"%'@fdﬁer
1 Atch 1):

a, Battle Honors:

{1) Battle streamers for participation in following campaigns:

Normandy - Alr Offensive, Burope - Northern France - Fhineland
Ardennes-Alsace - Central Europe

(2} Dstinguished Unit Citation Streamers for the following actions:

1T August 1943 - for outstanding performance of duty in action

aéatnut. the enemy over Germany - Ceneral Orders
, War Department, 194k

12 May 1944 - for cutstanding performance of duty in action
againgt the enemy over Germany - General Orders

138, War Department, 1946

b. Sgquadron emblem approved on 4 May 1943 (Atech 2). Procedures for
changing and/or modifying approved emblems when the unit's mission is
changed are outlined in AFR O00-3.

e, Unit's past record card (AFHQ Form 0-525) is attached (see Atch 3).

2. Request your activity prepare and forward history, with the information
provided above, to the command to which the unit has been assigned. It i=
requested further that your historical records be checked to insure accuracy
of battle honors. If any are added to our list, request a copy of your
forwarding correspondence be furnished this headquarters (AFPMP-12-C) =o that
the Battle Honor files maintained by this headquarters may be corrected
accordingly.

FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

L), 3 Atch
Lt Colonel, USAF 1. Activation ltr, 2 Oct 60
Chief, Awards Branch 2., Emblem end approval letter, 4 May 43
Personnel Services Division 3. AFHQ Form 0-525 (unit record card)

Mrectorate of Military Personnel



Ltr Hq 551 Strategic Miesile Sq (551C), 16 Jan 62, Orgl Emblem & Motto
12th Ind {AFPMP-12-C)

Hq USAP, Wash 25, D C 20 JUN 1962
T0: 8AC (DPSP)

1. In accordance with AFR 900-3, 5 November 1959, the following emblem ie
approved for the 551st Strategic Miselle Squadron (ICEM-Atlas), to supersede
the emblem approved under a former designation, the 551st Bombardment

: On a aky blus disc edged Air Foree blue, besndwlse
throughout a mailed hend issuing from sinister (left) bese, dark gray,
shaded black, highlights white, grasping a drawn bow red, with arrow
wvhite, shaded black, the taut atring black.

t On a white meoroll edged and inseribed Air Force blue,
STRENGTH MAINTAINS SECURITY.

%I The emblea is symbolis of the squadron and its missiom.
The miemile is the veapon system used by the unit as part of SAC's
detarrent force. The drewn bow symbolizes the potential inetantaneous
ralease of destruction against an aggressor. This state of preparednecs
is maintained by the squadron. The mailed hand fllustrates the firm
hopan controlling mgent of the foroe. The background represente space,
the medium in which the missile force operates.

2,  Attached is the official painting of the emblem described above, to
be forvarded to the unit for files and guldance in reproduction.

FOR THE CHIEF OF ‘STAFF

. 1 I.. |_1-5‘..hﬂ'- 1 l.tﬂh
. T MC‘NJ i‘cn-'_i.:"- L 2« w/d
1:‘.!'.‘.-_.-""'-:-.-1_L-‘_ I! .‘-r ! LTy 'I; Mﬂ 1 ‘“h
Laed 3. Official eablem painting
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2. Vo bagan work on the history of the SSlat Struteglic lMissile Squadron
on 25 Jamiayy 1961. The project has not been completed and no further
work can bo done until we receive data to e provided by HQ USAF.

3s We will do everything possible to expodite the preparation of the
histary of the S5lst Squadran, mmmumlnrm&,ﬂm
infermation comserning the sguedronts campaign credits, clitations, and

emblem (insignia), to your headquarters, as directsd by the Department
of the Alr Fores in AFOMO letter 51fm, At that tims, an informatien copy
aof the materis]l will be sent directly to Infarsation Offise, Lincoln Alr
Farce Buse, Nelrasia,

MR THE DIEECTOR:

MAIRER HAURER tch
Muinistrative issistant

USAF Histariosel Division

B e
Py
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RESEARCH STUDIES INSTITUTE
Alr University
United States Air Foree
Maxwell Air Forece Base, Alabama

HS 28 Februmry 1961
Brief History of SS5lst Strategio Misgile Squadron

asc (DxIH)
Offutt AFB, Nebr

1. Attached i1s historical informtion concerning the above unit, which
was agsigned recently to your commnd for organization. This material
has been prepared and is being I ﬂrded :Ln accnrdance ].;é:ith B&part.mant
of the Air Force Letter AFOMO 5 dated ;
directed the orpanization of the unit.

2. This procedure for automatic distribution of historical information
concerning newly-organized unita that have previous records of service
was developed by HQ USAF and the USAF Historlcal Division. The purpose
is to provide historical materdals that may be used for indoctrination
of personnol, developmont of morale and esprit de corps in Ay Foree
units, and public relations purposes,

3. The official lineage and brief history were prepared by the USAF
Historical Division; the information concerning campaign credits,
citations, and urgard.zatinnal emblem was provided by HQ USAF (AFPMP~12-0),

li» If the organiszation has an official emblem and desirss to retain it,
new paintings and flag drawings, if authorized, will be furnished by
AFPMP-12=C upon requast, If it has no official emblem, or the present
emblem no longer reflects the unit?s mission, a new design may be

subed tted for approval in accordance with AFR 900=3,

5. See AFR 20-27 for organizational terms; AFR 35-75, AFR $00-10, and
AFM 900=2 for information concerning campaigns eredits and citations;
and AFR 900=3 for information relating to organdzational emblems,

ortginal of histary, with painting of spproved emblem, is being
ﬁmhm_:ﬁmﬂﬂ,u, id.mnhtﬂrl'ﬂﬂh, Fabraska,

FOR THE DIRECT(R:

MAURER MAURER 1 Atech
Administrative Assistant a/s
USAF Historical Divieicon



